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Legislation
The cooperation between the home and kindergarten is  
established in the Kindergarten Act:

§ 1: PURPOSE
The Kindergarten, in collaboration and close understanding with the home, 
must safeguard the children’s need for care and play, and promote learning 
and formation as a basis for all-round development.

§ 4: PARENTS’ COUNCIL AND COORDINATING COMMITTEE
In order to ensure collaboration with the home, each kindergarten must 
have a Parents’ Council and a Coordinating Committee.

The Parents’ Council must comprise of the parents/guardians of all of the 
children and promote their common interests and help to ensure that the 
collaboration between the kindergarten and the parents as a group fosters a 
good environment in the kindergarten. If, pursuant to Section 15, a maximum 
limit for parents’ fees has been prescribed in the regulations, only the parents’ 
council may consent to parents paying fees in excess of this amount.

The coordinating committee must be an advisory, contact-promoting and 
coordinating body. The coordinating committee must comprise parents/
guardians and the staff of the kindergarten so that each group is equally 
represented. The owner of the kindergarten may participate if desired, but 
may not have more representatives than either of the other groups.
The owner of the kinder-
garten must ensure that 
matters of importance are 
submitted to the parents’ 
council and the coordinat-
ing committee. 

The National Parents’ Committee for Kindergartens
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FUB recommends
It is a major transition for both parents and children to start at kindergarten, 
and parents are naturally most concerned about their own children to  
begin with. Parents must be equal and active cooperating partners for the 
kindergarten. To achieve this, parents, from the very start, must receive 
good information about their rights and responsibilities in the Parents’ Coun-
cil and Coordinating Committee. The Parents’ Council for Kindergartens, FUB, 
has created two information films. One film can be used at parents’  
meetings and the other can be used for training in the Coordinating  
Committee. These provide parents with good information.

Good frameworks
Good frameworks for work in the Parents’ Council and Coordinating  
Committee are a premise for creating engagement and activity. There are 
some initiatives that can help to form a structure for this work:

• Regulations for the Parents’ Council and Coordinating Committee
• Annual calendar with regular matters
• Meeting schedule for the entire year can be set up at the first meeting
• Be mindful that composition of the various fora should be diverse, 
 e.g. in terms of interests, background, association, residence and  
 experience of the kindergarten parents.
• Meeting regulations
• Agenda:

Parents’ Council  > FAU > Coordinating  
Committee  > Owner

In municipal kindergartens: 
Administration > Policymakers 

In private kindergartens: 
Owner/company/organisation

Create a sound foundation 

for a cooperation by creating a 

good collaborative environment, 

fostered through openness and 

trust in each other. Establish good 

routines for processing matters 

and managing any complaints.
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Parents’ council
What is the Parents’ Council?
• A legally-required council of all of the parents in the  
 kindergarten.
• The Council appoints representatives to the  
 Coordinating Committee.
• The Council appoints FAU representatives (if applicable).
• The Council is comprised of parents of all of the children,  
 with the aim of promoting their common interests. The  
 Council’s duty is to ensure that the collaboration between the  
 kindergarten and the Parent’s Council fosters a good  
 environment in the kindergarten.

What does the Parents’ Council do?
• The Parents’ Council should have regulations outlining its  
 responsibilities and mandate.
• Discuss matters that have been reported by the Coordinating  
 Committee. When the matter has been discussed, input is  
 reported back to the Coordinating Committee.
• Only the Parents’ Council can consent to parents’ contribution  
 beyond a maximum price (Section 15 Kindergarten Act).

What does the Head Teacher do?
• The Head Teacher informs the parents in the kindergarten  
 about the duties of the Parents’ Council and makes the  
 regulations known to all parents.
• The Head Teacher can take part in and submit matters to be  
 discussed, so that the parents have as much information  
 as possible.
• The kindergarten owner must ensure that important matters are  
 submitted to the Parents’ Council and Coordinating Committee.
• Arrange for meetings to be held.

The National Parents’ Committee for Kindergartens
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Coordinating committee
What is the Coordinating Committee?
• Legally required committee comprised of all of the parents in the kindergarten.
• The Coordinating Committee is an advisory, communicating and coordinating  
 body.
• Parents in the Coordinating Committee are appointed by the Parents’ Council.
• Representatives in the Coordinating Committee have a duty of confidentiality.

What does the Coordinating Committee do?
• The Coordinating Committee should have its own regulations  
 outlining the duties of the Committee in the kindergarten.
• Process matters that have been submitted by the Parents’ Council,  
 staff and Head Teacher.
• Approve the kindergarten’s Annual Plan, see Section 2 in the  
 Kindergarten Act, final paragraph.
• Safeguard the collaboration between the parents and the kindergarten.
• Issue statements when the kindergarten processes applications for  
 dispensations from norms concerning pedagogical staffing. See  
 Section 3, Kindergarten Act.

What does the Head Teacher do?
• The Head Teacher informs the parents about the duties of the  
 Coordinating Committee.
• The Head Teacher informs members of their work within the Coor 
 dinating Committee (here, the FUB information film can be used).
• The Head Teacher can participate and can function as secretary.
• The Head Teacher informs the Coordinating Committee about  
 important matters, e.g.:
- The kindergarten’s finances
– Budget
– Routines
– Personnel situation
– Parent surveys
• Which matters are to be processed and when, should be contained  
 in regulations and Annual Plan.
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FAU
What is the FAU?
• FAU is not a legally-required body; however, many kindergartens  
 choose to appoint an FAU.
• The Parents’ Council can choose to have an FAU.
• The FAU often has representatives from all sections of the kindergarten.
• FAU helps to ensure that the cooperation between the kindergarten  
 and parent council fosters a good kindergarten environment.
• Representatives in the FAU have a duty of confidentiality.

What does the FAU do?
• The FAU should have regulations outlining its responsibilities and  
 its mandate.
• The FAU shall promote the parents’ common interests.
• The FAU shall address matters submitted by parents and pass these  
 on to the Coordinating Committee.
• The FAU can hold meetings when and as required.

What does the Head Teacher do?
• Informs the Parent’s Council whether or not the kindergarten has an FAU.
• Organise matters so that parents can appoint representatives.
• Inform parents of the FAU’s regulations.
• The tasks of the kindergarten will be specified in the regulations.

Parents’ Executive Committee (FAU) is not a legally- 
required body according to the Kindergarten Act. 
Therefore, not all kindergartens have an FAU.

The National Parents’ Committee for Kindergartens
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FUB recommends that  
all kindergartens should draw  
up regulations for the Parents’ 
Council and Coordinating 
Committee

It is important that the Coordinating Committee and the kindergarten 
have a good cooperation and dialogue when drawing up regulations. 
Here are some examples of what may be included in the regulations:

PARENTS’ COUNCIL
All parents that have children in the kindergarten are members of the 
Parents’ Council. The aim of the Parent’s Council is to promote a good 
collaboration between the home and kindergarten, and to foster well- 
being and positive development in the children. The Parents’ Council 
appoints representatives to the Coordinating Committee.

COORDINATING COMMITTEE
The Coordinating Committee shall be an advisory, communicating and 
coordinating body. The Coordinating Committee is comprised of parents 
and personnel in the kindergarten, so that all groups are equally repre-
sented. The kindergarten owner can participate as desired; however, the 
owner cannot have more representatives than each of the other groups.

ELECTION AND CONSTITUTION
The appointment of a new Coordinating Committee takes place at  
the parent’s meeting at the start of a new kindergarten year. The  
Coordinating Committee is constituted at the first meeting and shall 
elect a leader, deputy leader and secretary.
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RESPONSIBILITIES
The responsibilities of the Coordinating Committee’s leader will be to: 
 Be responsible for drafting and sending out agendas to the  
 Coordinating Committee, in good cooperation with the Head  
 Teacher.
 Function as meeting chairman.
 Maintain contact with the Head Teacher.

Duties of deputy leader and secretary:
1. Ensure that minutes are kept of meetings and that these are  
distributed to parents..

ROLE OF KINDERGARTEN ADMINISTRATOR
The Head Teacher shall participate at Coordinating Committee meetings 
and is responsible for presenting matters 
important to the Coordinating Commit-
tee. The Head Teacher can have the 
responsibility for drafting and sending 
out agendas to the Coordinating  
Committee, in good cooperation with 
the Coordinating Committee leader

COMMITTEES 
A Parents’ Executive Committee  
(FAU) (not legally required) and other  
subcommittees for FAU in the kinder-
garten can be appointed, to work on 
defined tasks or projects.

MEETINGS
The Coordinating Committee has x number of meetings during the kinder-
garten year. If the parents/kindergarten find that there is a need for  
additional meetings, both parties have the opportunity to arrange these.

DUTIES
• Ensure a good cooperation between the home and kindergarten.
• Approve the kindergarten’s Annual Plan.
• Arrange themed evenings, discussion meetings for parents  
 regarding ongoing kindergarten matters.
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• See separate annual calendar (FUB recommends that all  
 Coordinating Committees draw up an annual calendar for  
 Coordinating Committee work and which matters shall be  
 addressed and when).

FINANCES
The Head Teacher shall inform the Coordinating Committee of the 
kindergarten’s operations (this can be a regular part of the annual 
calendar agenda).

DUTY OF CONFIDENTIALITY
The Public Administration Act Regulations Section 13(a) to 13(f) 
pertaining to duty of confidentiality apply to parent contacts and 
members of the kindergarten advisory bodies (kindergarten act 
Section 20)
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CONFLICTS IN THE COORDINATING COMMITTEE
The Coordinating Committee shall be a collaborative body with focus on 
the best interests of all children in the kindergarten. It is important that 
allowances are made for this agreement and discussion in the Coordinating 
Committee. If conflict should arise, representatives must be objective with 
focus on all children. FUB recommends that the Coordinating Committee 
set up routines for who should be involved and have responsibility in various 
conflicts, between the Coordinating Committee and Head Teacher, between 
members of the Coordinating Committee etc.

CHANGES TO REGULATIONS
VThe regulations will be reviewed once a year. Proposals for amendments 
to the regulations must be sent in writing to the Coordinating Committee. 
Amendments will be addressed and will be accepted/not accepted at a 
meeting in the Parents’ Council.
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Cases
Sometimes it can be difficult to know whether a matter should be 
addressed by the Parents’ Council/Coordinating Committee etc. 

As a rule of thumb, if the matter only concerns your child, you 
can speak to the Class Teacher/Head Teacher. If the matter  
can concern several children/parents, or is of a more principal 
nature, it can be taken up with the Parents’ Council/ Coordinat-
ing Committee. Parents must receive information from the  
kindergarten about ongoing matters. It is useful to include 
these in an annual plan so that the Coordinating Committee 
can work effectively and systematically.

Here are examples of matters that can be addressed in the 
Parents’ Council and Coordinating Committee :

• Budget, accounts 
• Operations
• Quality in the kindergarten
• Values
• User surveys
• Staffing
• Organisation of the kindergarten
• Opening times
• Summer closure
• Use of temporary staff
• Psycho-social environment
• Safety in the kindergarten
• Statements regarding dispensation from norms related  
 to pedagogical staffing
• Approval of Annual Plan

Relevant matters that are named in particular in legislation are 
budget, operations and area use. 

The National Parents’ Committee for Kindergartens
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Advice
Advice for parents on Coordinating Committees
• Be engaged in the common kindergarten community.
• Set up a folder, digitally or on paper, so that you have all information  
 concerning the Coordinating Committee in one place.
• Take the initiative together with the kindergarten to arrange a parent’s  
 meeting/evening, addressing matters that parents are concerned about.
• A Coordinating Committee leader should maintain a good dialogue with the  
 Head Teacher between Coordinating Committee meetings. It is a good idea  
 to arrange fixed dates for meetings, during which you discuss matters the  
 kindergarten is presently working on and that parents are concerned about.

Advice for Head Teachers 
• Be open and willing to listen.
• Provide good information about the Parents’ Council and Coordinating  
 Committee to parents, for example at start-up meetings and parent meetings.
• Hold regular meetings with the Coordinating Committee leader.
• Encourage parents to provide input about the themes they wish to  
 address at parent’s meetings/evenings in the kindergarten.
• Use the Parents’ Council and Coordinating Committee actively.

Advice for kindergarten owners
• Participate at Coordinating Committee meetings.
• Be informative, engaged and willing to listen.
• In public authority kindergartens it is often a policymaker that  
 represents the owner on the Coordinating Committee. The  
 municipality should have good routines regarding the involvement  
 and training of these policymakers

Advice for materials 
• FUB has created information films about Coordinating Committees  
 that can be used at parent’s evenings.
• FUB has also created an information film for Coordinating  
 Committees that can be used at Coordinating Committee meetings.
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